Responses from the Western European Consultation in Soesterberg/NL: 

Economy in the Service of Life (2002)

1. Accompanying letter of the General Secretaries
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	World Council of Churches
	Lutheran World Federation
	World Alliance of 

Reformed Churches


	Conference of European Churches


P.O. Box 2100

CH-1211 Geneva 2

To 

member churches, ecumenical organisations and partners

Geneva, September 18, 2002

Dear friends, sisters and brothers in Christ,

We want to share with you the important outcomes of the consultation on “Economy in the Service of Life” held in June 2002 in Soesterberg (The Netherlands).

This consultation was jointly held by the World Council of Churches (WCC), the World Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC), the Lutheran World Federation (LWF), the Conference of European Churches (CEC) and the WARC European Area Committee. It was hosted by the National Council of Churches in The Netherlands.

The Soesterberg consultation was part of a series of consultations on the churches’ response to economic globalisation held in 1999 in Bangkok and in 2001 in Budapest and Fiji respectively. Results of the consultation are formulated  in the three following documents:

· A letter to the Churches in Western Europe

· The response of the Soesterberg consultation to the Letter to the Churches in the North from the Bangkok symposium, the message from the Fiji consultation and a call by the churches of Argentina
· The response of the Soesterberg consultation to the message of the Budapest consultation of churches in Central and Eastern Europe
You are kindly encouraged to make these available to congregations, ecumenical groups, synods and other decision making bodies in your churches. 

The two major objectives of the Western European consultation were:

· to analyse how economic globalisation and  the role of money affects societies in Western Europe and

· to develop a response of Western European churches to questions raised  by churches in Central and Eastern Europe and in the South.

Economic globalisation is most advanced in the sphere of the international financial and monetary system. There has been a dramatic shift in the relationship between the power of financial markets and the power of nation states. An all-pervasive adherence to profit-seeking “shareholder value” has enabled financial flows and transactions increasingly to be separated from the real economy. This has allowed capital to become an end in itself rather than a means to serve the needs of people. Among other developments, this has already produced a whole sequence of devastating financial crises, and consequently a continual shift of wealth from the poor to the wealthy, both within and between countries, leading to an unprecedented level of global inequality and instability.

A working group on global finances of the Soesterberg meeting called upon churches to urge their governments to give priority to a fundamental reform of the international financial and monetary order, to bring the financial and monetary sphere closer to the real needs of humanity and to re-anchor money in the real economy.  The International Monetary Fund (IMF), the World Bank (WB), the World Trade Organisation (WTO), the Bank for International Settlements (BIS) are key institutions in the process of economic globalisation. The group underlined that churches must engage in encounters with these institutions as well as with national governments and institutions of the European Union. Churches should work in the spirit of globalising solidarity with alliances in civil society that are active in this field.

We hope, the three Soesterberg documents will contribute to strengthening the dialogue and debate on economic globalisation  among churches of different regions. In view of the forthcoming assemblies of CEC (Trondheim 2003), LWF (Winnipeg 2003), WARC (Accra 2004) and WCC (Porto Alegre 2006) we would like to ask the member churches of our organisations to prepare themselves for the debate at the assemblies in responding to the challenges of economic globalisation in a committed way through their appropriate mechanisms for discussion and decision making.

Sincerely yours,

Dr Konrad Raiser
Dr Ishmael Noko
Dr Setri Nyomi
Dr Keith Clements 

WCC


LWF


WARC

CEC
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