LIFE-GIVING AGRICULTURE IS POSSIBLE!
Report of the Life-Giving Agriculture Global Forum - 9-13 April 2005, Wonju, Korea

Preamble 

The Life-Giving Agriculture (LGA) Forum took place in Wonju, South Korea from 8th to 13th April 2005. Over 70 participants from 20 countries in Africa, Asia, Latin America, the Pacific, Europe and North America attended the forum. The forum was organised by the Ecumenical Coalition for Alternatives to Globalization (ECAG) – WCC, WARC, LWF, WSCF, World YWCA, World Alliance of YMCAs, World Student Christian Federation and Pax Romana - in cooperation with the Korean Local Committee. 
In the face of life-killing agricultural policies and practices of neo-liberal economic globalization, the forum provided a platform where farmers, particularly Christian farmers working for LGA, could 
- share their thoughts and methodologies of LGA and identify strategies for globalizing their ideas; 
- deepen and amplify their faith and theological reflection on life-giving forms of agriculture, pursuing a theology of life from an agricultural perspective; 
- awaken the Christian community and churches to give more attention to this issue and to bear faithful witness for the sake of life-giving agriculture.
The Forum began with exposure visits to six places in Korea – Wonju, Ganghwa, Hongseong, Asan(Song Hak village), Changseong, Paldang - where Life-Giving Agriculture is being practiced. Unlike the neo-liberal argument that there is no alternative, the participants witnessed that a number of alternatives are already being practiced and further developed. With this inspiration and encouragement, the participants shared among themselves their life-giving agriculture stories and vision for the future. Through plenary presentations, panels and group work, the participants intensively discussed and affirmed Life-Giving Agriculture as a philosophy for reaffirming the basis of life in fullness and, moreover, as a driving force and practice for fundamental change of civilization. Agriculture is not merely a matter of food, but a matter of the spirituality of all creation. 
Theology and Spirituality for Life-Giving Agriculture 

We were impressed by the struggles and stories of those engaged in organic farming in Korea. Theirs is a struggle to restore agricultural practice from the present life-threatening ways to an activity that is life sustaining and life nurturing. 

Despite millennia of feudal and oppressive social relationships, agriculture in every society had been life-fostering. Agriculture gave stable settlement and leisure, two essential ingredients that gave rise to human civilization and culture. Agriculture was closely related to cultus, divine worship. The farming families were ever conscious that while they planted and watered, it was God who gave the rains, the sunshine and the produce. So agriculture was itself a form of worship. In this light, agricultural labour as well as other labour should be organized and recognized in such a way that it is not seen as a curse but as a blessing. 

Today agriculture in many places has become a massive economic activity, torturing nature, humans and animals to produce more and more for human greed rather than for legitimate needs. Agribusiness, unlike agriculture, has severed its links with life and worship. It is not an act of worship of God any more, but a worship of mammon or money. Monotheism has become “money-theism.” Agribusiness at the service of mammon has turned a life-giving activity into a life-threatening activity, by poisoning our food, our water and the Earth. The Earth, once revered as our Mater (mother) is simply matter for agribusiness, to be used or abused for the sake of profit.
Many of the farmers we met in our exposure programs are struggling to live out a new spirituality, trying to restore the sense of sacredness of the land, basing themselves on their traditional wisdom. They manifest a sense of belonging to the Earth community. Community means finding our place in the interdependent web of life, giving space and respect to all creatures that share the oikos, our household, the Earth. To sustain such a spirituality we may need to challenge the dominant theology that has developed along with oppressive structures. 

The biblical words in Genesis, “subdue” and “have dominion,” were taken as a license for exploiting the Earth. The process of moving to a life-giving agriculture requires a new reading of the Bible. The Bible shows our relation to the Earth. All creatures are made from the same Earth. Hence we are related to other creatures. But creation is also in bondage and decay. 
On this basis we affirm that the Earth is not our property, but created by God as home and garden for all creatures. Hence, all must have their legitimate place and share in the resources of the world. Life-giving agriculture means that what we produce excludes no one. None go hungry while others consume excessively.
Human creatures should not assume the role of the Creator, but must respect and care for the creation that God has made. We cannot worship God the Creator if we despise, destroy or pollute the creation that God has made. We cannot claim to respect all creatures if we allow the patriarchal domination of women and nature to continue. This must change if we want to integrate ourselves into the web of life. 

We cannot keep breaking the strands in this interconnected web by cultivating only what brings profit to us and pushing other species to extinction. We must contribute to the preservation of biodiversity, because each species has a role in sustaining and promoting the health of the organic whole. 

We call upon churches to develop a theology of Life-Giving Agriculture and introduce liturgies that celebrate the act of cultivation. 

Life-Giving Agriculture 

We affirm that 

Life-Giving Agriculture (LGA) is a way of life that relates to livelihoods. The land, forest and water are gifts of God to all on earth. LGA is a living philosophy based on theology of life. It is a life enhancing process grounded in faith and nurtured in a culture of sharing, caring and loving. LGA is diverse yet holistic, participatory, non-exploitative and builds equity (gender), respect, dignity and justice. 

A Critique of the Dominant Agriculture 

The present dominant development model of agriculture is corporate- and market-driven. It is capital intensive, export-oriented, mono-cultural with profit as its motive. It compels farmers to use GMO seeds, pesticides, chemical fertilizers and automation. This leads to soil degradation, loss of indigenous seeds, bio-diversity, bio-piracy and concentration of lands in the hands of few. It restricts diversity of agriculture based on the food patterns that are dictated by fast-food companies, increases occupational losses, displacement, drought and migration. 

The onslaught of dominant agriculture has impacted the survival of indigenous communities around the world – the Tribals, Dalits and the farming communities. 

Agribusiness applies the same mechanisms and methods as in conventional farming to organic farming and continues to control and dominate the world food market. 

Governments in the name of growth-centred development are forced to follow the destructive model of agriculture benefiting the corporations, the developed countries and the rich in the developing countries. 
Decades of these unsustainable agricultural practices have led to erosion of cultures, traditional knowledge and sustainable agricultural systems. Conventional agriculture defies all the values behind communitarian living. 

We therefore advocate Life-Giving Agriculture as a necessary alternative to Life-Killing Agriculture: 

LGA understands that land and water are common good to be shared, nurtured and utilised sustainably by all members of the community. 

LGA returns to and revitalises local knowledge in organic farming to reserve local seeds and to regain lost seeds, to care for the soils and to promote bio-diversity. 

LGA collectivises and communalizes approaches to food sovereignty for the family, community and the local market: “grow what you eat, eat what you grow”. 

LGA integrates the production, distribution and processing of organic food. 

LGA abhors chemical and pesticide farming. It promotes the use of organic manure and herbal mixtures to protect plants from insects and pests, encourages inter-cropping and natural methods of weeding. 

LGA promotes respect, trust and cooperation between producers and consumers. Life of producers and consumers are not two, but ONE HOUSEHOLD (Han Sallim in Korean). 

LGA strengthens itself through inbuilt educative methods that would ensure its continuity through generations, transforming the mindsets and attitudes of people at all levels. 

LGA influences processes of transforming unjust social, economic, cultural and political to more just systems. 

Challenges to Churches 

LGA challenges the church 

- to enhance its understanding of what destroys life and promotes life in the way, ‘we till the earth’. 
- to make itself aware of the LGA philosophy and to share this understanding and awareness through animation, facilitation and formation of leaders. 
- to spread the good news of LGA by documenting and disseminating information relating to the best practices of LGA. 
- to develop curriculum in educational and theological institutions on LGA, organise training and capacity building for lay and church leaders as life giving agriculturists. 
- to transform itself to be an organic farming community. 
- to make available existing land and resources for organic farming managed by the communities. 
- to involve itself in the protection of labourers and farmers rights and their livelihoods, advocating LGA policies and legislations and seeking government support. 
- to actively engage in advocacy, lobbying, networking and alliance building globally, involving the Ecumenical Coalition for Alternatives to Globalisation. 

LGA is a movement of the people.

Justice in Trade 

We as churches are called to advocate for just trade and be agents for transformation, even as we are entangled in, and complicit with, the very system we are called to change. Just trade must benefit all people and protect our environment. 
Sam Kobia, General Secretary, WCC

Trade as a process of exchange between people is necessary and may provide benefits under the right circumstances. It is the governance of trade that can be, and currently is, a matter of injustice. 
Trade should be a win-win relationship, which is possible in agriculture when producers and consumers are part of a cycle of interaction and form a shared community of interest. 
In order to be just to people and earth, trade must respect national sovereignty and local community governance, promote health and sustainable livelihoods and interact with resources and biodiversity in a life-promoting way. 
We need to work on two levels: 1. with the vision of an alternative world clearly in view, to globalise an alternative trading community; 2. within the current world system, to give voice to the marginalised and heal injustice in whatever ways are possible. 
Justice in trade can be pursued through local initiatives, government action to develop just systems within countries and advocacy for the principles of just trade at the global level. 


We commit ourselves to: 
- Campaign for trade justice and fair trade, 
- Promote organic producer and consumer networks and disseminate best practices in agricultural trade, 
- Forge links between the LGA networks and environmental and consumer NGOs, 
- Develop cultural movements promoting rural values and land-based living. 
We urge governments and the international community to: 
- Increase international development aid, give priority to sustainable agriculture, food and rural development, and cancel non-sustainable or illegitimate debt, 
- Allow countries to make sovereign policy choices regarding their own development, food and trade, 
- Protect basic and strategic food commodities in developing countries, 
- Allow countries, without penalty, the right to reject genetically-modified seeds or foods for environmental, health or socio-economic reasons, on the basis of the precautionary principle, 
- Deliberately include small farmers and farm workers in all government negotiations on trade and agriculture, 
- Urgently address the price-declining trend of commodities, including through institutional arrangements that eliminate oversupply, 
- Eliminate export subsidies and domestic subsidies that contribute to dumping, and establish effective ecological incentives, 
- Address market concentration and ensure corporate accountability of transnational corporations through effective and enforceable rules, 
- Implement laws and policies to ensure just wages and secure land tenure and to prohibit exclusionary land-ownership practices, 
- Develop fair certification standards responsive to local circumstances through participatory and open processes, 
- Ensure that trade rules take into consideration the level of development, and market access for agricultural exports of developing countries, without compromising local food security, 
- Establish clear labelling for all products consisting of, containing and produced with GMOs, 
- Ban patents on living organisms, parts of living organisms and biological processes, 
- Sign on to the UN Convention on Biodiversity, the Cartagena Protocol on Bio-safety and the Kyoto Protocol, 
- Encourage people-to-people exchanges in distributing organic agriculture processes, knowledge and products, 
- Increase the use of sustainable energy, fertiliser and pesticides through taxes on non-sustainable forms. 
We will act and urge governments and the international community actions to: 
- Recognise the value of women’s work in agriculture and assess the impact of trade liberalisation on women farmers, 
- Promote free exchange of technical knowledge of agriculture and trade,
- Develop and protect local markets for organic products, 
- Mobilise resources and expertise to strengthen trade negotiation capacity, 
- Conduct research on the social and environmental impacts of 
o conventional agriculture and distribution systems, 
o traditional and organic agriculture and alternative distribution systems.
We urge churches to: 
- Research the affirmations presented above in relation to their own communities, 
- Engage in local action for justice in trade and promote national and international solidarity.

Recommendations 

Future Direction 

1. That there be further forums at all levels to raise awareness of LGA, create alliances against farming practices that destroy the ecosystem and life, strengthen inter-local interaction to revitalize people’s movements for building an alternative world, and reconstruct ecological human lifestyles and social consciousness, 
2. That local, national, regional, and global core groups be formed to initiate constant and intensive planning and promotion of programmes to strengthen ecumenically the network of life giving agriculture, 
3. That future LGA activities address related issues together, including production and exchange, health, education, spirituality and the environment, 
4. That LGA be the philosophy and driving force for a revolution in civilization from death-dealing culture to life-giving culture in our political, social, economic, cultural and spiritual life, 
5. That we network with people of other faiths, like-minded NGOs and social movements, 
6. That we recognize local initiatives on strengthening local economy of life as the fundamental and integral point of LGA process, providing national, regional and global responsibility and witness.
Advocacy 

7. That ECAG engage in advocacy and lobbying to review policies of the TNCs, IFIs and WTO, and develop LGA strategies to protect organic farming from being exploited, 
8. That ECAG develop and manage a website to popularize and enhance communication for LGA, and continue to facilitate initiatives of the LGA movement such as the global forum, 
9. That people be encouraged to participate in and value their own context by including locally-based food in their diet, and support local growers as part of their social responsibility, 
10. That alternative content and method be taught in education, health, and agriculture, 
11. That churches in all aspects of their ministry reinforce the values of LGA, 
12. That research for life be pursued in relation to eco-concerns, alternatives, collective production, spirituality, theology of roots, and respect for the environment and labour.

